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THE STATUS OF MORAIE WITHIN THR
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PARAMILITARY POLICE
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1. Allied intelligsnce agencies have been concerned with the

Order of Battle of the paramilitary police, strenrth estimates,

dlsposition, equipment, etec., in thelr considerations of the pur=~

25X1X
pose and combat effsetiveness of the paramilitary police. This

study, based on the

is primariiy an attempt to arrive at a considered estimate
of the politieal morale situation in the paramilitary poliece. Tﬁe
term morale is used 1n the senss of "will to strive for the attain-
ment of a speeifie political objective” rather than combat morale,
"readiness to engage in eombat with an armed enemy."

2. Ever since the inception of the paramilitary police units,
Allied military experts have been aﬁalyzing Order of Battls infor-
mation to determine whether these units are destined to take over

an internal security funetlon, or whether they are to be used as

a combat ualt in support of Russlan aggression. The ultimate pur~
pose of an armed foree organized under Communist auspices is best“
revaalad by a c¢loge serufiny of the activitles of 1ts politiecal
branch, which is entrusted with the sntire morale problem. Any
Communist army 13 given a clozely coordinated military-political
training desligned to imbue sach soldier with a fanatie zeal for the
aecbmplishment of his mission. The political mission of the para-
military police has not been spslled out in words. The officers’
and the functionaries of the HVA maintain that this is tomgg“ﬁﬂ“ia
ternal police force, which will eventually relieve the Russian oecu-

pafion troops. For this alone the force is too strong, and will be

Approved For Release 2001/0§)§LE|A RIFHE3-008Y gR686100180001-3
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toe heavily armed. oreover, the time and energy spent in politl-
ezl Indoetrination suggests a greater role. The East Berman Jovern-
,,,,, pent leaders have fraguently declered their svowed purpose of over-
throwing the West German Republie, and are presumably merely diding
thedr time until they can ecall wpon the HVA eoffeetives for this task,
3. - Tha prograess of the military training and the numericel expan-
sich of the paranilitary effeciives have remailned far below criginal
conservative estimetes. On the other hand, political in&occrinatisn

whish has bemn favored above all other types of trainlng, has pro.

B PR Re— s

gress ed aimmst t@ & point where the troops could be committed to

et

gerve uﬂ&mﬁﬁiSh‘ananﬁiﬁniSt nlans, xThis political indoctrirationh
wugt vz taken into account 1in any plaﬁs for econtaining or cmmbattiug
the paramilitary polics,

&, Initisl reports about the formation of Russian~sponsored para-
military unlts in the Eastern zone of Germany, coupled with the ug;f
confirmed rumors of German contingentis in Soviet PV camps (varionsiy
celled Seydlitz and Paulus armies) led vbservers Lo speculate on the
nrospacts of &8 German-~Hussian military &llisnce, Subsequent 1nf@f?i§

mation indicates that the Scvieis are' scarcely engaged in ravivin&
¥ ,

anrd forming &n alliawnee with Cerman militarism. The Soviets are in
Ffaet sngaged in ereating an army cadre compased of German nationzis.

From a striectliy military polint of view, this cadre is 1n reallty en

v

extension of the Soviet military machine 1in Fastern EBurops, Therg’
ean ba no telk of an alli&nce insomueh as there is little or no
antonony grantad to these units, and Russlan militarism and Communist

idenlegy are the domlnant themes. The Soviets are engaged on a
Approved For Release 2001/082& e |A-RDP83-00415R006100180001-3
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project more cdabolical in prospect than a mere re-grming of an
Bastern Cerman armys they are forming a tightly knit body of single-
minded Communist fanatles who will be militarily and ideoclogically
guited to eombatting forelgn troops as well as engaging in eclivil
warfara,

5. - This stady includes a resﬁme d the cocmbat effectivensass snd

a detalled picture of the political morale of the paramilitary

.
2

poiice., The effeet of the political zeal whieh is belng engem@er&¢
mist not be urderestimated, because an army fanatically fighting for
a spegifiec objective can overrun a better trained, better eqmippﬂdg'
nugierically superior force In an z2etusl showdown.

Politica) Ideclogical Training

1. At the present tlme the entire personnel of the HVA 1is szub-
jert to an intensive all-pervading ideological training designed o
mld them all into Co~munist fanatles. This type of political train-
ing was undoubtedly envisaged from the very beginning, but has only
bsen coordipnated durling the last year and made functional during
the Jast six wonths, It 1 diffieunlt to estimate how far this prq»l;
gram has progressed. and how mueh more time will be required b@foxg
the paramillitsry fTorcs can be pet to the test. The follewing is &
reosune of the develowment of the paramilltary police, intended to
point out Tthe iype of personnsl involved and the ideslogleal traln-
ing given so far, as a basiszs on which to estimate the “politiecal

%

moraie™ of the paramilitary police.

2. In ite initlal phase, Sepiember /October 1948, the paramilitary

w3=
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police drew 1ts effeatlve ucgt exclugively from the existing pool

o

of the uniforued eonstabulary. The men were chosan on the basis of
pravious misi%arf tralning and evidence of politisnl reliabillity, and
it 3orme cases men were drawn from the border polize, with no previous
militery experience. Thesn nen, seleeted by the police hesdunarters
of Whe varlous laender, formed the cadres of Lhe 250 =men Berwlbs-
cbm*JgnQ Mary of the Indiviéurals affeeted welecomed the new devsiop—
ment, and sew in 1t sfomotions and bhetter living =onditicns; vlhors
wore sweptical, and zome ewer resorted to mutiny (e.g., refusal to
uniocnd machine guns by some Saxon units). Host of the causes of dis~
satisfactlion wore ovsreome by politieal arguments, buttressed by the
enoivnsnts the paramilitary police could offer.
3o Ihe rext wave of recruits which began in the fall of 1948 was
more carefully selecied. They were drawn froem among the inmates of
Soviat FV camps, and wepre chosen for officer, non-commissioned ofile
cer, and enllsted ranks in the paramilitary police. Their s@lectiom
hed bagon in July 1648. Without glving any indication of the pw -~
puse, prisoners were screened, and those who had heen poeliticelly ag
tive and dome outstending work in the B camps and who were residenis
of the Eazstern Zone »f Germany were selected. In solecting Tovner
officorsa, the follow' ng standards were appliad:
4, A elean reeord whils serving in the German Armys
© b. Folitiesl activiZy, or at Jeast & loya. attitude while in
Y ocanpsy
€, dembsrship in the so-called “Antifaschi stisches Zagarakﬁiv";

SECRET
=4

.
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d. GCfficers who ‘éﬁ through the ranks, and espacislly
thoge of wrolatarian or lower middls clisss backyronnd,
ware

&, Officers with little prospaet of Tindiug a position on re-
turn to Corwaay.

After aprroxivately 150 officers and 1,000 enlisted men hed besan sew

letted, “hey were ecucentrated in a speeial camp nzar Yozcow., Hera

the Loviets begean a program of re-polding the ootlook of their se-
lectens in a very important respect, designed to 71t them for thelr
futura veoeation. Hiiitary ccurtesy was reinstated, The Cerran som-
the 2zmp, and ths Lageraktiv were instructed to enforce ﬂiéﬁ
ciplise. Spscial lectures vwers given by the Soviets ©o explain this

13 enlisted wen., As all this was direebly counter o the

policy encountared previously in Soviet PV camps, %the initlal ?eaépiﬁn

avorabla, and there wers isolated casss of vrotest. 4 fufthér‘
interrogation 2liminvted abecut 50 officer c{?ﬂLdP*QS, and the wemainm

100 e 80 were then formally enroiled into the Peonle’s Pelics.

(=
o
R

The swns oroeedure wee followad for the enlisted rmen. Thas wight
from the beginning these recerults were apparantly politicaliy feiiéblep
The mujerity of the selectees, though lacking all enthusiasm for uhe
rasprphisn of their rilitery osreers, readily assented, yieliing %0
the irvesistible desire 0 go homs. The former officers selosbed fOr
gervice with the P@ﬁzl”” Folice wsre accorded a lLomz~coming m%iaome
crganiven Lo lapress them with the importance of their new posgd taenso
SUHPT
-
nmﬂnrl
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T RO A - oy Pl N - st B & ™ v RN
Finld pridsa and geperal officars wave invited to cpabk e witn

BTy o e VL A IR v, v L v g A o~y 23t R 3, oy o . 3 . . . T N N
CRRID Yanilits &t gorornment oxpense st & health resmet in the

PRI Ao T S £ e v et e L& Y, . o o ESIF s g
Brugsbiras. "oey wers visited by ranking dignitariss of the Hasl

.

Goee idministration, eand onhoe mere cavefully @ﬁrwi‘ yized, Falteo
Ulbricht addiessed tra officers, informing them 1r zenersl terms
3. ant mentleoned in passing that they would be

ind artililsry, and would eventuvally number sore

rant General Vinzenz Nueller svake for the group

Fioricht of the loyalty and fighting spirit.of those

4. radning durdsg the flrst vear {October 1920 .Septembsr 1840)

wos poeveraed by a unifors tralniag pregram which set aslde thres

&3

goathe Tur police treining. One of the reasons adduced for the ine

crusion »f glyalpnt olice training was thah members of the nara-

mllitizy nollee 1f eclled wpon by the publiec to nerform polics funaw

il
tions c¢hoaid ‘at lea:t for caacullage reasou:) be sapeble of douing so

Cf

L. Vpther by design or inadvertantly the conparatively

siow traasibion 1o oviright military training preszvmably avertaed

Loy

gerlocs osorale erisis widch an abruapt launehing of 8 military train-

ey poogonm voald koue sntailled, By the time the paramilitary pergonnel

fully vealised ghat wag behind the Qes 1gﬂat»0a "renz uand Bereibs-~

i, and thselr sontinved alle

>

ning vregran into ef Lt

puiting the trz

oy

»

restel . daring the fivel yzar, with the stef? ssutlion of the verious
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s : . el myue T &
erngrars Ted in Saxon, and praotically neglected 11 other laexiar, &A%

in the

ol
=
[
o
Fds

tris tivo Che Soviets befan insisting on "ahsolut:’ disal

2

Soviet censc.  Siace this involved the enforeeaners of restriztlons far

bovayd cnything practised ia the old German aArmy, coasiderable oppo-

s
-
#
=

e
o
i
o
ey
&

eilisted ronks. The Polit/fulitur funciicnarias

winnly b1 led tn appral Lo them on a politisal basis, talking o0 Party

Lere.  The rany and Tfile of the paramilitery polies weres nct A
vah! cudialently trained adorg politicel linss to conprebend %2is
repranity, ALT bhis eontributed to rather uvasgibisfacteory ovarall re-

sulon of tredining duriag the Tirst year, The oxigeneies of a rapidly

A
e}
=
0
3

erization, however, required that most of the 1nau“qratelv

prasurel treoinses hui 1o be charged with the traiainz of naw arrivals

cnlbed bo i1 the ranke of the sehosls and, thy 1,000*mar Berslts-
erafion pawly organized dwring the fall of 1949,

&, “hie reeruibmont drive in the fall of 1949 was sdminiutered by

’ .
Sletrict polies offices of the various iender. who were &llicecated

roer itrent goetas Lo be met at eomparatively short actice. A5 could
o el . hhere wis a high percentage of mentally and physisally
nnti reeruits as well 2z mary Gissatisfied reeruits who had hsen

-
3

appilitary relice under false pralenses. Alood nors

po Aigtinction whatsosever b‘uwe‘a the recruits

B I s Lol T e e VI T T A VST
Fan v 5T ) Cin b g g ” - 5 oy g " % o o P i 3 e - R
mioesed op celeols . and thase giated for service v, the ZBereitschafien.
" ol SEERT I WU s A A R, R T £ Ao, .

...

Yany of ohe svudents aveilving in the schools waere not offlcer material,

1 g Ty
SECRET
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soon Dovrd themas lves @y thodir Jand? ¥ -~ © :
oo forrd themsoives Br beyond thoir dopih, & weritable ave-

SEnche ol pedusgts e release or transPor encued. and often Shoss

Brows Poiuarts oy valease ware refused deserted. 431 thils crrmedl
rntarally interfered with a methedieal and eoasinuous proagreass of

tralaing ead nozt Objekbte soon found themselves iw ArTesrs .,

[
¢ s Livd @1 training was a factor in the wraining of th: nara-

militery polfce from the time of its inception, tut lack of urailned

[

agiruetors caused LU to lag Bshind the military training. in the
e

T

RN YR 00 & v X - . =
fall of 19409 the polit Lcal tzuiqiqg_wa coordinated, and was to run

# 1.

paralle’ witk the te¢aniea@_;raining_;g the schools snd the Bareitse

ehafiur. Political and military training btoth fell behind sehediaie,

tut the initicl difficulties have now bean smGotliad oub, aad the

R L P P

iﬁnﬁ;ggn\,l training is no lmnggr an prlied purtner, bubt retier the

donipart factor in the whole training program,

[ Yithin the schools and Bereitgchaften the trainecs 2ro inay~

Inted. as far ss poselble fror all outsids contaets, to winimize Hhe

cppertuarities for ar objective appraisal of the eoscepha belog Laught.

Ths traives is perniited oaly ore or itwo Lown pagszs 2 week, Hvapry
tidre Strday be is pormltted homs leave, but few live near enough Lo
avali ttemselves of <his privilege. A&ny convalesn:ing or comhasslonabe
leave I¢ ehzeped apeinst his 30 days annual lesve., It has been found
Lo expaTienes that t1e home snvironmeat and peven:z2l influence havm.
boen (e omory disrupiive facters, and account for rost of thr politle

iy omttivatsd desertions,
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#aining in the sebools ecnelstz af siv to

ettt e e v mme fr st e Lo e g e PR . P
eopat acekrs oo week of political leetures, sl two or aod
tienas aour pericds are taken up with readin: znd dlzenssing
oy e e Fiite A g T 2 e " . » Jr oy 2 oy e 2
gress.  Uhe Following subjects arce taughic:  Marzisoe,
- . . o L4

this, all JL the military traning ‘& closked in an

lozologival Tramewerl, for example, insiruciion on the use of a

- 4 - =

curning gL

ani thedr :uplication to topleal soliticl events of tho

0% be tonlined to the teehnics’ detalls, but will al

580 .

irclude o poilitieal !insertation in which 11~ carb.ole beeomss a SUme

T O TR R L S PR T W, y ‘ - gy i e :
oxl of defenve of "domoorotice® accomplishrents agarast the zIgrey.-

gz to evide the dizeiplinary and politizal coatrol of

3 guparliors . This revresents an adoptien of the sested methods
plisd in the Soviet Jray to eaforce unquestioning dlseipline aid
Teviaticnsy. Denying the traires the uneonbro

i

uze o Lls a™er-duty houes i3 an essential nart of the P OET R

[T ooy ke R P -y S - N 3 - ST x
aguer e g couplet:d his elgnl hours of dury, the trainse is re-

guirel L davoks another threo hours to heoe work., Phe rost ol Do

g osanen up wit: Perty assemblies, FDJ nze

wiil o sire davelcp sufficisnt interest in thess poalitieal znd

ot

ik

famrin
(
o
a
FeA
@

&3
>

gdtonral act vities 20 that he will leelk all incer

“

R A S
(S R AR BN I T8

ings, literary <lu

t
and grss culiural setivities, The underlying fdes 1z that the tra

ap-

..1ed

be,

el g k2 oy e & o THenF & e ST sa "] e aus A NS (O I Ty gy b ?.b . = y !
ooner prahimon.  FPelit/Rultur funestionariesg have been adanant 1o 1ew-
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Shfh et E iéamlogicai ifﬂﬁ”t!ii
she rosl solation,

it Trniises ave expechted Lo read at lezst oo Tomausiet dully
and ﬁal@#teﬂ oooks of 2 politicel nature. 'They a2 she wva moviss, and

are taksr Lo gerfocuincss of politieal play:, Div:izsien

pe
e
E,—
{2
(9]
fage
i
-

are crgzninal to d@%zta what has been saaen and hza-d.  AlL radis =

.

hrotdeasts are releyed from e eentral eontrsl, am private rocsleors

Eﬁl‘f"“‘l 5".«,#'3!.7 E‘ BT“I'H ;u (

gt
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L Ihar; anve Been & large number of de \‘*iezs’ﬁurimg thsy last
sinzy lly durlng the early stages of the new training programg
the aooely etuczied recruits could aot stad the nental

straln of vorking ﬁeyanﬁ thelr capablliitics, whereas soms yoobths could
net gtandt the pizld ciselplins. The nuuwber of desortions alens aan
ast Le aped ﬂa‘a yarcstlek to measure the politisal morals, as the HYA
0ffieial% shsieipatsl some failigres, and have Lhawszlves beern wesding
out the pniis. Ay rewrult who saows a deep-roobel inabllity o ane

willingaigs: ¢ subnib to political o willtary discipline is sum-

may il Hygadsasd, ‘Cmnstan% screeﬁing is beginnilir 1o Essure the V4

R e

of a4 wolitiesily he ﬂug=qeo Yoly of w8i.

i, bLogeomagevative assesgsrent of the 2ffcetivenses of

tiesl and idsolopical. indoctripstion prastised ia i HVA plvgs the

fﬂs;h«ixg «ﬁ!‘li¢¢uﬂ After snotner vear evsn opunsional or wirbuble

%
h
el
oy
5:
ot
F"’
s

e
=

.
2

alﬁm&nta{nmong‘ he tralnees willl have suceuried t:
vangnl stoev.  Lasking stancards of compsrlisci, tacir v;'.::‘i:i..}i to razist
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v@?untmry awgociations; are in a good positlion to contrel the poli-
tizal rellablli Ly of the individuals. This dual Leoyslty 1s clio of
partiﬁular importance in ensuring the subserviance of the HV. te ‘ha

SED. [There is evidence that Walter Ulbrieht, the seoreisey auons

of the 38D, is taking an lnersasingly zetive pard in the manc

of the HVA. There is no evidencs to indicafe whetbar or aui Hilgw
4alsser, the former head of the HVA and .ow !linister of £%at: Sesuviiy,

Jas any command function over the HVA, There are no indlcations of

g&ny direst connectidns betwaén the HVA and'tbﬁ Commanist Party of

the ULSR, |

- The SED 1s certainly ths nerve center of the HVA. S%:fv
personﬁ@i occupying key positions owe their sppoirtuent to the Control
Semret&riat of the SED and reuain their status as ranling Pars
fﬁnctionﬁries, though they are no longer ansverable to amy'af'tﬁa a0

directaréﬁes of the SED. The present head of the HVA, Helm: Foflvaun,

priocr to joining the People s Police, was & rember of the so.2:l

(]
P
Lol
o
j &5

Kleines mekretariat of the SED Headquarters of Berlin.
3. Laading officers of the HVA who derive their authorlty Dyon
the Party act in a dual capacity. Their orders are nilitery asd &t

the same time in the nature of a Party assigonment, and as sucn, beyonl

dcmatu Oﬂ eriticism, This also applies to some extent to noz-nanlars.
4, Two thirds of the personnel assigned to HVA Headquarie

either Party members or candidates. HVA Hesdquarters has iis own Fayoy
| -
organization. It consists of a Party group sub~divided into flve
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so-called Gntergruppeng&;ﬁfwiTﬁfé?agty‘group is headed by a Jirecto=-
rate of geveral memb@:s, while the Untergruppen are headed by a gmmw- ’
mittes of four. The HVA Party group meets about once a monih, a§ the
need arises. The Untergruppen meet once a week, for some twe tagmﬂ‘
hours. In addition, about once a fortnight political seminare are hﬁlxui
Paru§ candidateg attend a two-hour special seminar once a month, where m
they are taught the basic principles of the Party and their cbligations
to the Party. |
5 The Party meetings emphasize criticism and self-eriticism. Al-

ost everyone is subjected to close se¢rutiny as regaeds his profes 510”&1;
performance, personal attltude and moral conduct. This places a ter- |
rific strain on the individual. His private life is exposed to tae
glare of Party publicity and the occasion usually forms a qumindcing
event in his 1ife in the sense that his whole future career may be af-
fected by the outcomz, either favorably or adversely. Those amoug the
menmbers of the Party whose conscignce is not completely faultless, are
liable to lose their seli-control because'they imagine, frequently with-
out any reason whatsbever, that the speaker 1s addressing his strie-"
turés to them personally. An example of this individual terror byﬂ;_géf
associlation would be the occasion when the chief Polit/Kultur function-
ary of the HVA, Chefinspeﬁkeur Doelling, addressed a meetlng of Party
members gnd stated the following: "There are people in our midst who
debata the question whether it is permitted to purchase a shirt zollep
in West Berlin or not. Others debate whether one should smoke American
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clgarsttes or not. Bub% all that is beside the poiat; Yhet is ‘g
portant #s not the shirt collar or the American clgarette, but the
raalizatﬁon that anybody doing such a thing is to be censidered a
spy and ? traitor and that his detectlon and conviction is calied
for. Th%re are‘more indications of that type among those attencing
this meeﬁing. Everybody should do a better Job watching over hiz
neighbor. He should not try to cover up for his nelighbor out of a
misunder$tood feeling of comradeship. Suspects are usually to b
found among the best qualified, those with the best personal record.
As soon as one among them has disappeared, then everybody has dex oga-
tory infcrma ion or had all along been notlcing something out of the
' ordinaryt Only then it 1s too laté." Innumerable exemples of this
type cou}d be ecilted. It stands to reason that any person engaged in
oppositional activities has to stand up under a constant barrage of
veiled aécusations and innuendoes and that exceptional demands are
nads on 513 cold-bloodedness, nerves, fearlessness and persoral ia-
curity. There 1s hardly anybody sufficiently strong to hold out
under such a strain for very long. |
6. The demands on a person's off-duty time, due to Party assign-
ments, political training, politlcal circles, voluntary work, etc.,
| restrict his private sphere to a minimum. Thpsevwho are married lo#e
touch with the members of their families. They leave their homen a#
& time w@en everybody 1s still asleep; they return in the evenirg
‘when evegybody has gone to bed. Granted that the press of legitimate
work 1s a considerable one, there is still undoubtedly a method

| SECRET
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behind this sytem of overburdening the individual. It effectively

insul&tes him from all external impressions and influences. ile is

" foreed te develop an interest in collezetive living. In ordsr %o

evade th@ charge that it breaks up famillss, the VA has organized a

club in the residential district of Berlin-Wendenschloss and certain

‘Pafty meetings and schoolings are open to members of the fQMilyo

7. The numerically largest and most 1nf1uent;g;,mgﬁﬂﬁn:ganﬁaaxiau
within the HVA is the FDJI. Approximately 75% of the personnel of th¢

HVA belong to it. OSome Bereitschaften boast a 100” membership. Eapp
Objekt has an FDJ Gruppe, directed by a full-time functiochary called
a Jugendse&rataero All other functions are of a part-time nature agg
are entrusted to functionari-s elected from among the FDJ membershi?;
At HVA staff echelon level, Kommandeur Horgenstern, director of ,:
Abteilung Jugend of Hauptabteilung Polit /Kultur heads the FDJ pr Ogr 4K,
8. At FDJ meetings, tasks and events pertaining to the dally -
military‘routine are discussed and critiecized, and reyedies decided.
upon. In effect the FDJ promotes the interests of the military cdmf
mand along the lines of éducating students and helping them along ib“

their military career. The FDJ leadership is responsible for 5nLtia§~

ing competitions, which provide particulsr 1ncentives within the :
training program of the Objekte. FDJ membership is considered to bet
a distinction. Uithin the FDJ speclal circles and Aktivs are fo#med
v@luntarlly to promote cultural, musical, literary and vocatioqai 1pv
terests, The attitude of the individual members of the FDJ tawarduéb
the perférmanca of their dutles is particularly important. leuntéry‘
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selfudiscipline is envendered, and it becomes a point of honce, rather

than a duty.‘ As & practical example, the unloading of a freight car
on Sunday, if‘érdered by the military command, would most liksly cause
some disgatisfaction, whereas a call for volunteers by the FDJ wnuld
produce an ample supply of enthusiastic volunteerso

9. Mgmbership in the Soclety for Soviet-German friendship is en-
cburaged There 1s, howaver, no branch of the society within the HVH-
Hembers are permitted to participate in public meetings, and to nay ;
membersh;p,contributions. -

D. The Sovigt Role in the HVA.

1. , Soviet Influence 1s rrought to bear in all fields Withkn uh@ X

HVA, yet to the rank and flle it is all but imperceptible. Direatjveg
1ssued by the HVA command either derive their instigation from S@vlgz
control grgans or are at least adapted to meet Soviet views and in- ‘
tentions. The chiefs of the various Hauptabteilung of the HVA are ;
re?ularly called in by General Petrakovskl and his staff officers far
consultations. All directives issued to the various Objekte are su§;

5

Ject to the scrutiny of the Sovietnik assigned to the Objekte, and ig
-,E‘,.

’%a‘

they appear to be contrary to general Soviet policy, the Soviptnik
?:
will submit a report to Ceneral Petrakovski's headquarters. '

2, Egch Objekt hag iwo so-called Sovietpniks asglened to ii. Tﬁéé
are Soviet staff officers, usually in rank of major and above. The
first Sovietnik is commonly referred to as "Gehilfe® (assistant).

The second Sovietnik 1s a member of the operative staff of the WFE
He is chﬂrged with the political and security surveillance of all }
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- German personnel. In this cepacity he works very closely with the

Pﬁlit/Kdltur staff and the HVA liaiscn officer who represents the
interests of the German State Security Service in the Objeki.

3. Sovietnfku are shifted around frequently, which accounts for
the Pact that temporerily T/C positions are left unfilled The
Savieonik exarcises no command functions. He is charged with ad-
visory fpncticns only. The final decislon rests wih the commandant
of the ijékt. The latter will as a matter of course act in accoﬁaf
ance witp the advice of his Sovietnik. In the long run he could npt
possibly get away with consistent flouting of the Sovietnik's sug~4é
gestions. )
4, The extent to which Sovietniks interfere in details of commaéa
and sdministration varles in accordance with the initiative displage
by the individual Sovietnik. There are some who econcern themselves
with the smallest detall, Others arz either liberal or indolent. '
Some are hardly ever seen or heard of. The latter category is par-
ticularly obnoxious. Since %hey have to submit moanthly reports tbgg
are pronp, usually two days before their deadline, to get the wholpgf
headquarters ipto an uprocar in order to assemble‘all pertinsnt daté?
needed fpr that report. -

5. Tpere exists a keen state of competition hetween the Sovietniks,
aach tryinv to run up a perfect score as far as training and housing
is concarned This ocpasionally leads to personal friction betweeﬁ o
them, espeoially if two Objekte heppen to be situated In the same 9om«
munity. "
3 SECRET
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6. A}l Sovietniks attend a confersnce in Karlshorst once a
month. briticisms and suggestions advanced by them afe pagsed on
to the HVA for appropriate action. They also participate in impor-

tant con#erences'attended by commandants of the Objekte. Their

'presenceﬁin the Objekte is welcomed by most commandants, especially
|

because &hay frequently are of material help in seelng to 1t that
requisit%ons for =quipment and services are cohplied with, ;
7 T#e first Sovietnik wears the uniform of the Peoples? Police
nith a s%mulated rank equivalent to that of the Ob,jekthommandantu
Since on#y few among them speak Ger%an, thelr presence cannot be
kept a sécreﬁ for very long. The secon& Sovietnik ag a rule wears
civilian{clotheso .

8. S&me thirty odd Gerr an parsmiiitary officers are attending a

, \ .
year's course at & Moscow ¥ar College, and presumably others will. .

_attend s#milar gouraas,  Undoubtedly the Soviets hope to be able t9

continue to maintain their present rigid control of the HVA, by us-

ing Moscbw-trained Cerman officers, as replacements for the Soviet;._

niks, whén the Russians withdraw their oecupation forces.

| *

The ﬁora#e of thne Former German Army Officers.

1. , T#e political metamorphosis of the former loyal German offi-
cer is oie of the most significant features of the entire poiitica;
training undertaken by the HVA. One must of course understand'thag
for the most part the officers were vdry carefully chosen. Those :

|
| SECRET
| =19=

who were drawn from Sovlet PW camps represented a small minority of
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politically conscious and active o”ficers, who were shunned -and

gala 0

scorned by thelir fellow officers. They were for the most part true

politicaf activlsts, though some feigned political interest in the

hopes of an early return to Germany. A few of the officers chosen
'f,' )

in Russiq had distinguished themselves in administirative rather thaa '

polltical activities, but even they enjioyed a good politicai reputa»"

tion. qu officers drawn from civilian life had either already e
joined the SED or had demonstrated teir political reiiabllity in somﬁ
other maqner. Thus it can be seen that most of the officers weare Jj

politically ripe for their duty within the HVA. Many of the youngeg‘y
officers‘drawn from Russian P4 camps or recruited directly had all o;
their military training in the German army after 1933, and hence neg r
developed any military loyalty in the Prussian sense, though they
were all 1ndactrinated with anh intense hatred of anything Russian,»fﬂ”
and a ccntemptuous fee1ing of superiority over everything Slavic,‘ fﬁ

b

.
politicai indoetrination progran has allowed for this, and the recr?i
M

are consﬁantly rem;nded that_uhe Soviets won the war {presumsbly F
' ‘ f %

¢

single»hénded) and that therefore the Soviet

equipmané are in every way superior to those of the former German qé@i, :
: : . ik

P
The Polit/Kul ur functionaries are careful to maintailn that the en@ﬁg

tire oov#st progran in Germany 1s peaceful in aim, and that the Sovl?

..... iy 4

alone ar$ interested in reuniting Germany, and defending its demOu‘:‘

eratie attainmnnts against the aggressive designs of the capitalist

i- 3;@ >

world. Undoubtedly those officers who are st111 not able to swallg

_.;

the Commgnist teaching hook line and sinker, are at least canvincg?
that they are serving an ultimate German cause. | ‘x 

|
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D%ring the past two years there has bsen a eontinaeé sifting
out of t;e former German officers. OSome have left voluntarily, or
desertedy wnile others whose loyalty was in)doubt have been dis-
charged | Officers who were Pis for any length of time in Western
camps haVe been diseharged. despite SED membership and outstanding
Party work- officers who have relatives living in the West are re-
garded with suspeion and have usually had to move their relatives to
the aast, or divorce themselves entirely from them. (In this connec~
tion it ean be categorically stated that the Soviets would not con-

sider reeruiting any former German officers now resi’ ent in the

LRI

ﬁg‘

Western 4ones of Germany on anythin but a very selective scals ).
3. The employment of former German army officers in the para- -
military‘forces was viewed by the radical éhments among the rank aud
file of #he SED with serious misgivings. It still does not go down
wall wit? the stalwarts of the Party. The majority, however, have
been convinced that it 1s a matter of tactical expediency, and that
this coneession does not affect the ultimate goal of the dBSLructLOQ
of Germa? militarism. Those who are still holding out against tnie
departure are considered to be gt variance with the Party line ande
face exp&lsion for reactionism. The HVA embraces the Soviet ¥lews on
this sub;ect. The So#iets point to their own experience after the

revalutien when they used fofmer eczarist officers to advantage; the

officers had valuable technical knowledge, and so long as they were

not direetly oppositional, they gserved to train new fanatic renlace~

ments. Tn the lower ranks of the paramilitary police this confligt
o . . : SECRET |
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wasg even‘more apparent, where the Polit/Kultur functionaries oftan :
resentedfthe influence of the professional officér while the Sovie;
obaerverp woulé often support the professional officer instead of

the political functionary, cwewsing further dissatisfaction. Inso

iy
a8 pcssible, ﬁhis frictlon is being eliminated by the political in~
doctrinatiaq of the professionally valuable officers, and the re~ %

Dlacement of some by newly trained officers who are already politi%ﬁ
\ :?‘ i‘

#!

C 4, dilhelm Zalsser, while still head of the HVﬁ, stated that h?

cally trained.

prefewreé a politiecally non-deseript officer to an 0ld Communist "
who could pot keep up with the times. At a recent Party assembly i?'
the HVA, Heinz Hoffmann stated: "We can only use those officers whm

have the mental agllity required to adopt new meth@dg, and to uti%'

.Zj
a
.

new experience%, We cannot use those who refuse to abandon outmoqi
teachings, especlally in the field of tactics. We already have a %“
sufficienu number of trained officer candidates with whom to repl&& ‘
them." ChefinbpekteLr Doelling, head of Polit/Kultur, commenting gn
the speech stated: "“This 1s going a bit too far. We Just cznnot

w‘?‘é,_,

B B

dispanse‘with all of the 0lé and experienced officers. Their expe

}%?J

ance ass#sts us materlally. The young officers mey possess politig

" and mxlitary elan which, however, if not balanced with experience

o
S Pg

will sooq suffer failure."

T !

5 E would be wishful thinking to imagine that there 1s any eig

gslzeable segment of the officers of the HVA who merely pay lip °3£;;

& el T
M

vice to what they are forced to believe, and who are biding their gi ?

e b o ]

’ ‘Eﬂi’

antil a ;eversal in the fortunes of the USSR takes place in crder }9
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twrn agaxnst them. It is coﬁééivably posslble that there ars still
molateci cases of oppositional elements still left within the HVA,

but as thnre 1# no such thing as a free exchange of ideas in the HWA
it would be alimost impossible to ﬂetect them. The existenue of cuq«
spirateriaL cells among the officers can safely be ruled out. oomq
of the officers are primarily interested in their own personzl ag«

grand¢sement, others sincerely believe that they are serving armar

.as well as Soviet interests, but for the most part even those whq

felt no paruicular calling to engage in politlcal work along Sov1%$/

Communist 1ines, have been put through the big political mill dnd”

re-educated. . Lfi
B

HVA Comba; Capabllitlies as of 31 August 195 . | ?

1. The training phase which ended on 31 August 195“ hag led ti &

satisfaqtmry attainment of 1ts limited objectives, the turning oup o“
soldiers with a basic znd primarily formal comprehension of +arti%

HVA effectives in schools and Bereitschaften have been sufficientx%

trained to enable them to per forn tactical missions of a police nayure.:

e
Combat tra:ning has not yet reached a stage warranting a serlious c?m—

q
mitment of HVA effectives. They lack tactlcal training, especialtg.

£

in the qoordinated use of all weapons under combat conditions. quhr

' officers and noh-~commissioned officers also lack experience 'equif é

&»_
to control tacthal units under combat conditions. The personnel|

currentiy talking its traininz in schools and Bereitschafien ggulgs?e -
readied f or_combat within a peried of between four .and six man‘cm i‘f*o»m

b
the time of 1ts organization into a tactical unlt, provided that #??_

B S

tensiveicombat training is given during the entire time. fore
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specifically, a breakdcwn according to the various tralning branchén'
reveals the =0110W4ng pieture: - ‘7

_ a% The so~called A-Obiekte, training future infantry offioeru
‘and non-cormmissioned officers, have trained their student personne%w
up to plétoon 1evelo' Company level training has besn confined to g

1imited number of funections like the operation of field guards, e

security and the like, which ecan only be perforMed within the fram :
work of ;t least company-sized units. ‘ f&ﬁ;;

b;‘ The so~called B-Objekie, specializing in artillery trai %gv
have likﬂwise pushed thelr artillery training to platoon level thn§§?
i
4

confined to & limited number of combat aqsignments, As refards

,,traditional German method of concentration on one specific nnuelo1gfi:
The Soviet concept is that the basic principle of all artillery deg;g ]
should be mastered, so that the varions peculiarities of the Sovie} |

pleces ultimately issued can be easily learned. No live ammunitiq?_@as

\ yet been fired. | | | ;;
c.T The so~called~g_gpjgk;g‘ specializing in armored traini

=)

. ainf
Ef :
_ have comnleted basic infantry training on squad 1eVel and taught rp%Q

combat a%signments within the framework of a platoon. As regards g% )
A

thelr special field of training *heir endeavors have been canventrggeﬁ
¥

on tralning tank drivers. There have been aiming and firin? mxerw ,
nises. and the tactical commitment of tank platoon* hag been pract Jﬂ
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d. The so-called_g_gpjgk:aﬁ speeiellzes in englillc
ing. Theoretlcal training has been given in all phases. Except

for suéh‘problems as river fording, the building of positlons, and‘
builéing?reinforcement, most of the practical training has had to

" be dispensed with because‘of lack of equipment. The D-Objekte ara?
.also responsible for signal training. The operation of radios, telew
phones and teletypes has been taught, however, thus far only trainiag
aids have been used. It is expected that W/T communication will gn‘
1nstalle§ to link all Objekte and the HVA headquarterso Equipment%_?
for such a project has been con order fcr some time already, fromqii:

East German flrums.

2, Training has progressed sufficiently to begin the formation ﬁf

tactical units by setting up cadres composed of officers and non- ﬂ

ccmmissipned officers with a basic tactical knowledge. These cadres

; ;1

‘eould then be filled up with recruits. A material personnel incre #e

at the present time would require the avallability of army barrack;

y.
¥

i

or other housing facilities. They are not available now, and therg

.L

are no plans readied for future construction of such building faci}il

sd A

ties. With few exceptions all paramilitary housing is overcrowdeda

%

3. Before large scale combat training can begin, training areaﬁw‘

will have to be prepared. The garrison training rrounds used by tge’

2
0ld Cerman army were parcelled out among the settlers from the Eask

during 194% and 1946. As yet the Eastern German government has nog

My
dared to resort to any new large scale expropriations. The few =§;‘
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remaining training areas like Dbberitz, Alténgrabow, Koenigsbrueck
and Ohrdruf are being used by Soviet troops and are not availabls

fol use by pax amill ary units,

4. Gn the whple training has progressed relatively slowly, butf 

- now that the initlal training phases are over most of these difxiff'

culties have been or can be, overcome,
a» The mein problems arose from the haphazard recruiting &

systems which characterized the initial recruitment of student andi

[

treining personnel.

b. A further retarding factor was the uneven quality of thg

b f

training personnel. They had for the most part bsen drawn from ﬁhﬂ

4

effectives of the old 250-men Bereitschaften. Both officer and nin

commissioned personnel from that :rource had not advanced very far ﬁ;

their own tralning, and were furthermore not up to imparting what,!

little knowledge tney had to their students. A sprinkling of 1orm~r
i

Army officers was esrmavked for staff posi’*ons, and was thus not At

available for training assignments. The more numerous formey Armv

‘or’-‘
.,-‘
3 '(5‘

non«commissloaed officers, though experienced in actval combat, h%&
Qy

never achuirad the training necessary to be good instructors. By “

;J‘

and large the training versonnel was not up to 1ts task.

*.»r

c. Many of the hastily activated Objekte were inadpquauelf
£

T

housed, and often the personnel themselves nad to clear away the 3{
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rubble and repalr their buildings before the actual Training could

begih.

d; Another important delaying factor was the fact that an 2%~
tempt was made to graft Soviet training programs upon a student ooﬁ{
which lacked the prerequisites (l.e., a year®s basiec training). Eg?'
fore the Soviet advisers could be convinced that no useful ourpose“'

could be served by starting combat training at the level of 1aunching
4

~attacks from readied positions, and before the recruit had had any

extended order drill fohmations, conslderable time had been wasteo¥ H

e@ Friction between the training personnel and the Polit/ |
Kultur @pparat further blighted the building up of smoocthly opevat ;g

:" 7
N

training units, The’ presence of former German officers and non-

",' #

cOmmiesioned officers gave the training personnel the edge on the
Polit/Kultur personnel who suffered from an even greater lack of‘:
experience and ability. A general feeling of inferiority begeo to':;
spread among the Polit/Kultur functionaries which was noi conducigﬁfio
harmonious collaboration between the two main branches. This °19§§%$?
has in the meantime beeh overcome with a synthesis of the two beigg;fp
aspired efter. - Slogans execrating "specilalists" have popularized;fff}
this tre?d. .iw
5. Whereas in view of the many initial difficulties which faceq
the EVA 1t is hardly justifiable to estimate the training progress by

"1

the time spent now that remedisl action has taken place, ths futuré
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" the foliowing impression of how his colleagues would react.
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training will probably maintain a steady pace. During ThE DL

o

months an intensification of training has taken place, aided by such

devices &s Intar-unit competition organized by the FDJ within the
HVA, and the formation of traiﬁing Akbivs which devote themselves oo
tutering:sﬁﬁﬁents who fall behind during off-duty hours..

6. There are no‘inherent veaknesses left likely to affect %hs

morale or discipllne of the HVA personnel to any serious extent.

) zofs oy
negative factors such as desertions and criminal acts are of isola”%;

significance. _ | | S
Cogclu§igg
1. Bai ldd down to bare essentlals. given six months 5ntensive“
combat tra*nlno {after 1. Septamber 1950) and additional p»rsonnelg ;

the HVA will be, militavily speaking, capable of aggressive attaek L

I

The present indocfr*nat'on prograr will be sufficiently advanced g?;hm

in another year, so thau the personnel will be in favor of any‘pliw "
the Soviets might dictate, and they could conceivably be pit ed efw

fectively against better trained, larger forces. ‘:;

2. - It is difficult to form an estimate of the will to fight wi?n%

in thw HVA at the present times, since all of the teachings prﬂsunz wﬁ
a defensive role forced upon the HVA effoetives by an unprovoked fiﬁ

American attack. However, a ranking staff officer of the HVA giv%&y
i
g, If called upon to oust the Allies from VWestern B@rlingﬁﬁ
most of the offlcers would respeond enthusiastically, fully baliev%ﬂﬁv
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.need,to‘be ehlightened. They have already demonstrated thelir abilgty
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hat such an 9+tack was ju tifle hg hat it would be localized

to Berlin

Iz Yhey were ¢alied upon to attack'ﬁeetern Gﬂrmﬂny, Lar~
ing tne 61t Allied armles alone, they wcula fully belleve tha A@\gv
were ou einp the hated capitallst-lmperialjss from German SCll, and

would maintain a good fightiang spirit against odds, They weuld eveg )
33
be ready to engage in armed combat against German soldlers ;1?QuiDF

under aileed banners, believing that they were mere tools of the. a_?

1mperialists. N

é. If they were called upon to attaek Western Germemy, de~

.feﬁded only by a ‘Yest German Army, thev would not filght entwusiaqt w”

%
1&‘
cally. They would stand in awe of their former comrades in arms,- §
and ehey are not ideologically ready to face civel war to enllgnteh '
. ? ,

the Jest Germans,
d. They would be prepared to fight against an A}lied army B

on WGSe Gernian soil, no matter how the German civilian popu;aeion
reacted, They have been taught to belleve that the clvilian popula»
tion of Yestern and Faetern Germany are politieally "backward®, an@
to perform very unpopular police action against the Eastern German A

clviliian populatian, in the activities of the "Ring around BerlimP
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